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diverse. As in any properly conducted
court hearing, it is the task of the judge
and jury to piece together the full ac­
count of the occurrence under investi­
gation on the basis of the report of
each individual witness. Much of their
testimony will, of course, be identical;
but in each case there will be some de­
tails recalled or thought worth men­
tioning that are not forthcoming from
the other witnesses. There is under the
laws of legal evidence no good ground
for concluding, as some biased scholars
mistakenly do, that the differences be­
tween the Gospels involve genuine dis­
crepancies and unresolvable contradic­
tions. Critics such as these would be ut­
terly incompetent to sit in judgment in
any court of law.

Does the New Testament teach pacifism
or the abolition of capital punishment?

Matthew 26:52 records our Lord
Jesus as saying to Peter, after he had
drawn his sword in defense of his Mas­
ter, "Put your sword back in its place,
for all who draw the sword will die by
the sword" (NIV). This could be inter­
preted as a condemnation of all resis­
tance against crime or aggression by
means of force, especially force lead­
ing to the death of the aggressor.
Those who so interpret it often cite
2 Corinthians 10:4-5, where Paul de­
scribes the battle procedure of the
Christian minister: "The weapons we
fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have di­
vine power to demolish strongholds.
We demolish arguments and every
pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take
captive every thought to make it obe­
dient to Christ" (NIV). Unquestionably
this passage describes the weaponry of
Christian evangelism as being far more
effective than any instrument of physi­
cal violence when it comes to capturing
and subduing the souls of men for
God. But the real question is whether
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either of these citations have a bearing
on the question of war or capital
punishment as exercised by the state
government in the defense of society
and in the maintenance of justice.

The Sermon on the Mount sets forth
the wholly different standard of life
that characterizes a true child of God
in his role as a private citizen. His con­
duct is governed by the holy love and
kindness of God. The Christian is to
come to an agreement with his adver­
sary before they actually present their
case in court (Matt. 5:25). When he is
smitten on one cheek, he is to turn to
him the other (v.39), rather than re­
taliating in kind. In general, he is not
to resist evil; that is, he is not to fight
back in the defense of his own personal
rights. He is never to return evil for
evil (Rom. 12: 17). By faithfully follow­
ing this policy he will be "walking in
the light," and that bright testimony of
holy love will draw others to the light
of Christ Himself (Matt. 5: 16).

All these directives pertain to the
personal conduct of the Christian as a
citizen of the kingdom of God in the
midst of a depraved and sin-cursed
world. But they have very little bearing
on the duty of the state to preserve law
and order and to protect the rights of
all its citizens. Romans 13 spells this
out very clearly: "The authorities that
exist have been established by God.
... Do you want to be free from fear
of the one in authority? Then do what
is right and he will commend you.
For he is God's servant to do you good.
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword for nothing.
He is God's servant, an agent of wrath
to bring punishment on the wrong­
doer" (vv.l,3-4).

It hardly needs to be pointed out.
that "the sword" is not a symbol of im­
prisonment but of capital punishment.
When he appeared before the Sanhe­
drin under the protection of Festus,
Paul said, "If then I am a wrongdoer,
and have committed anything worthy
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLE DIFFICULTIES

Hebrews 11 :32 -34 on warriors like
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
Samuel, and David, who along with the
Old Testament prophets "by faith
conquered kingdoms, performed acts
of righteousness, obtained promises,
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the
power of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, from weakness were made
strong, became mighty in war, put for­
eign armies to flight" (NASB). It would
be quite difficult to imagine the author
of this passage as adding, in agreement
with the pacifist advocate, "Oh yes, all
those who did engage in warfare in
Old Testament times would have to be
condemned as wicked sinners today,
according to the law of Christ." Of
such a "law of Christ" neither Christ
Himself nor any of His apostles betray
the slightest awareness, according to
the text of the New Testament itself.
We must therefore conclude that
pacifism is completely lacking in sup­
port from the Word of God.

How did Judas Iscariot die?

Matthew 27:3-10 records judas's
remorse at having betrayed Jesus to
the Jewish authorities. Judas first at­
tempted to return the thirty shekels
that they had paid him for leading the
temple posse to Gethsemane, where
Jesus was arrested. But the priests and
temple officials refused to take the
money back, since it was the price of
blood and therefore unsuitable as an
offering to God. Judas therefore cast
the money pouch onto the floor of the
temple treasury, departed from the
city, and "hanged himself" (apenxato­
the aorist middle third person singu­
lar from apanchO, a verb used with
that specific meaning ever since the
fifth century B.C). This establishes
the fact that Judas fastened a noose
around his neck and jumped from the
branch to which the other end of the
rope was attached.
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In Acts 1: 18 the apostle Peter re­
minds the other disciples of judas's
shameful end and the gap he left in the
ranks of the Twelve, which called for
another disciple to take his place. Peter
relates the following: "He therefore
acquired a plot of land [chorion] from
the reward of wrongdoing." (This
could mean either that Judas had al­
ready contracted with the owner of the
field that he originally had wanted to
buy with the betrayal money; or-as is
far more likely in this context-Peter
was speaking ironically, stating that
Judas acquired a piece of real estate
all right, but it was only a burial plot
[chOrion could cover either concept],
namely, the one on which his lifeless
body fell.)

Acts 1: 18 goes on to state: "And he,
falling headlong, burst asunder, and
all of his inwards gushed out." This in­
dicates that the tree from which Judas
suspended himself overhung a preci­
pice. If the branch from which he
had hung himself was dead and dry­
and there are many trees that match
this description even to this day on the
brink of the canyon that tradition iden­
tifies as the place where Judas died-it
would take only one strong gust of
wind to yank the heavy corpse and split
the branch to which it was attached
and plunge both with great force into
the bottom of the chasm below. There
is indication that a strong wind arose at
the hour Christ died and ripped the
great curtain inside the temple from
top to bottom (Matt. 27:51). This was
accompanied by a rock-splitting earth­
quake and undoubtedly also by a
thunderstorm, which normally follows
a prolonged period of cloud gathering
and darkness (Matt. 27:45). Conditions
were right for what had started out as a
mere suicide by hanging to turn into a
grisly mutilation of the corpse as the
branch gave way to the force of the
wind and was hurtled down to the
bottom.
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